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164 jfournal of American Folk-Lore. 

" Bets asked if I would n't give her some tea ? I told her I would if 
she 'd wait till tea time come ? So I went down into the cellar, and I got 
a pound o' butter, and a pound o' pound cake, and a pound o' shortcake, 
and two pounds o' sage cheese o' my own making. Bets Wade never put 
better in her mouth in her life, and I brought 'em up, and I put 'em on the 
table, and I said, ' Bets, eat ! ' and, good Lord, she did eat ! If she eat one 
mouthful, she ate two pounds. I should think the critter had n't had any- 
thing to eat for a month. 

" She said she believed she must go, for she had an antic horse and new 
shay. Antic horse ! the critter wan't bigger than a Newfoundland dog ; 
they had to tie the poor critter to a post to keep him from tumbling down ! 
And as for the chaise, that was made in Adam's day, and then it wan't 
new ! And if Bets Wade ever got a ride off that horse she did well. No, 
she never did ! They had to take the poor critter into the chaise afore 
they got home." 

Ellen Chase. 

Death at the Ebbing of the Tide. It is a common belief among the 
natives of towns along the Connecticut shore of Long Island Sound, that 
when a person lies at the point of death, his soul will not depart until the 
ebbing of the tide. 

Geo. L. Parnell. 

Carrying Corpses Feet First. A correspondent desires information 
as to the origin of this custom. It seems only the natural way of speeding 
the dead on his journey; to look backwards would tend to defeat the 
departure, and therefore the end of the ceremony. So the body was 
properly placed with feet toward the door of the chamber of death. But 
in modern cultivated usage, these ideas and the associated practices have 
lost their currency. 

W. W.N. 

LOCAL MEETINGS AND OTHER NOTICES. 

Summer Meeting of the American Folk-Lore Society, Boston, 
Mass., August 25, 1898. — In connection with the fiftieth Annual Meet- 
ing of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, at 
Boston, Mass., August 22 to 27, will be held a Summer Meeting of the 
American Folk-Lore Society. The .Society will unite with Section H 
(Anthropology) of A. A. A. S. Thursday, August 25, will be set aside for 
the readings of papers relating to folk-lore, and members of this Society 
desiring to offer such papers will communicate their titles to W. W. Newell, 
Magnolia, Mass., or to M. H. Saville, Secretary of Section H, American 
Museum of Natural History, Central Park, New York, N. Y. 

Energetic preparations have been made to render the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of the organization of the A. A. A. S. in every way an interesting and 
important occasion. It is to be hoped that there may be a correspondingly 



